Theophany - Jan. 6th

Holy Theophany or Epiphany is one of
the Twelve Great Feast Days of the Church.
On this day, our Lord came to the Jordan River
to be Baptized by St. John the Baptist. Christ
did not need to be baptized but He showed us
how we are to be saved. The waters of Baptism
save us, they cleanse us and they purge us, just
as the waters of the Red Sea did to the Israelites
as they fled Egypt.

Holy Theophany gets its name because
at this event the Holy Trinity was manifested
unto the universe. Christ rose from the waters
and immediately the Holy Spirit in what ap-
peared to be a dove descended upon Him. Then
the splendid voice of the Father spoke of His
beloved Son.

This year, Holy Theophany falls on a
Friday. We are privileged to witness the Great
Blessing of the Waters and participate as family
in Christ. Holy Water bottles will be distribut-
ed but if you want more Holy Water for your
homes, please bring a container.

House Blessings

One of the most beautiful traditions in
Orthodox Christianity is the blessing of homes
during the Epiphany Season. Just as the entire
church is sprinkled with Holy Water on the day
of Epiphany, our homes are blessed in like man-
ner.

The home is seen as a reflection of the
parish. The home is dubbed the “little church”
or “wkpn ekkAnoia”. By blessing the space
where we live, we dedicate our home to God
and reaffirm His lordship in our lives. This
shows a surrendering to Christ of both our ma-
terial possessions and our spiritual lives.

The faithful bless their homes periodi-
cally using the Holy Water. Many invite the
priest to bless their homes. Fr. Nikolaos would
be honored to bless your home. If you would
like Fr. Nikolaos to come bless your home,
please fill out the attached House Blessing
Form and return it to the church office by Janu-
ary Ist or simply contact the office to make ar-
rangements. Ir. Nikolaos will bring the Holy
Water, Agiasmo, and all the necessary items. If
you would like to use family icons, incense, can-
dles, etc., please have them ready when

Theophany House Blessing

[ would like to have my house blessed during the Theophany Season

TELEPHONE #

I understand that I will be getting a call from the church office to determine the date and
appropriate time. Return this form to the office by January

9th.

ST. ATHANASIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, PARAMUS, NJ
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Ayarmtol evoolteg,

Ta Ay Oeopdvewx tov Kvplov nuwv Xowotov etvat n
onHavTucoTeEn €00Tr) s OpBoddEov ExkAnotiac otnv apxr] tov Vs
Néov 'Etrovc.  Elvar muéoa aywxopov xat ITvevpatkng
€LPEOOLVNG Twv 000000Ewv  XowTtiavwv. H  evayyeAwn [B8
erufePaiwon tov Oeov Tlatéoa yx 1o Meoolavikd €0yo tov [ ‘

KaL va. avakaAvpovpe to vonua g Xootavwovvng oty et |
Y1 Cwn pag.

Xototw» Cwn, €10l wote va avtiAneOelte To ovoxoTikd vonua | §
TIOL KATEXOVIE WG XQLOTIAVOL [LEoA TNV KOLVWVIA.

AopxtCovtag 1o véo étoc 1 ExkAnoia pe tv €optr] twv
Ocopaveiwv divel TNV evkalpia 0e OAOLG TOVG TOTOVG VA CUHUETEXOVV OTOV XYLACUO TNG
€00T1¢ TV Ocopavelwv, KAADVTAG TOV lEQEx VA TeAé0EL aylXOUO OTO OTITL 1) O0TO Yoa@elo,
10 payalt kTA. ‘Etol Aowmov pe v evAoyia e ekkAnolag kat tov @ed mAvtote CLVEQYO
oag, evxopaL N Cwn 0ag va etvat YEHATN amo eveoila, XXX KAt eunpeQla.

LUUTANQWOETE TO ATOKOHA HE TA OMOAQAITNTA TMQOCWTIKA OKG OTOLXELRX TOU
xoetatovtal yia tnyv enioken tov legéwe katl va otalel miow o0To yoapeio.

ONOMA: THAE®QNO:

AIEY®OYNXH:

KATAAAHAOTEPH HMEPA KAI QPA:
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