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tBARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

Esteemed brethren and beloved children in the Lord,

The Feast of the Indiction, the solemn day of prayers for the natural environment,
finds once again humanity confronted with intense weather conditions due to mounting
climate change, with devastating floods and fires across the globe, as well as with the
Coronavirus pandemic and its socioeconomic consequences.

The fact that the restrictive measures in transportation and the limits imposed on
industrial production have resulted in a reduction of pollutants and emissions, offered
an additional valuable lesson on global interconnection and on the interdependence of
all dimensions of life. Moreover, it has been also revealed anew that the Ecumenical
Patriarchate’s ecological initiatives, which comprise an extension of the Church’s
theology and liturgical tradition, correspond with scientific findings and with experts’
recommendations calling for multifaceted mobilization in order to protect the integrity
of the natural environment.

We thus pray for the swift overcoming of the consequences of the health crisis and
for the illumination from above of governments throughout the world, so that they do
not return to or persist upon economism, to those principles of organization of the
economic life, of production and consumption, of exhaustive exploitation of natural
resources, principles that prevailed prior to the pandemic. Further, it is our genuine
desire that the dissemination of pseudoscientific opinions concerning the purported
dangers of the Covid-19 vaccines, the slander aimed toward specialists of the medical
tield, and the unfounded degradation of the seriousness of the disease, be terminated.
Unfortunately, similar opinions are propagated in regard to climate change as well, its
cause and its disastrous effects. The reality is entirely different, and must be faced with

responsibility, collaboration, joint actions, and common vision.



Inactivity is inconceivable when in full knowledge of the shared great
contemporary challenges of humanity. Indifference toward our suffering brethren and
toward the destruction of the “very good” creation, is an offence against God and a
violation of His commandments. Wherein exist respect toward creation and tangible love
toward man, the “beloved of God,” therein God is present.

After the Holy and Great Council (Crete, 2016), the Ecumenical Patriarchate, in
accordance to its spirit and decisions, appointed an official commission, comprised of
theologians, to draft a document on the social implications of our faith and on the social
mission and witness of the Orthodox Church in the contemporary world. This text, which
was approved for publication by the Holy and Sacred Synod and is entitled For the Life of
the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church, states the following: “The Church
encourages the faithful to be grateful for—and to accept—the findings of the sciences,
even those that might occasionally oblige them to revise their understandings of the
history and frame of cosmic reality. The desire for scientific knowledge flows from the
same wellspring as faith’s longing to enter ever more deeply into the mystery of God” (§
71).

The Holy Great Church of Christ emphatically highlights the indivisibility of the
natural environment’s protection and the philanthropic care for one’s neighbor. Both an
eco-friendly stance and the recognition of the sacredness of the human person are a
“liturgy after the Liturgy,” vital dimensions of the Eucharistic actualization of the
Church. The life of the Church is a manifest respect for creation, as well as the place and

the way of experiencing the culture of personhood and of solidarity.
Most honorable brothers and cherished children,

Throughout this difficult period, it is an essential pastoral duty of the Church to
undertake initiatives for the containment of the pandemic. And it is also a categorical
ethical mandate to support global access to the immunization against the coronavirus,
especially in poorer nations, in accordance with the words of our Lord, “Inasmuch as you
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me” (Matt.
25:40). We ought to love one another “as Christ has loved us” (Eph. 5:2) and to show
ourselves as “priests” of creation, safeguarding and cultivating it with care and affection,
and, offering in thanksgiving this exceedingly precious gift of God’s Grace unto the

Creator of all.



In closing, we wholeheartedly wish unto all a blessed, healthful and fruitful new
ecclesiastical year, and we call upon you, through the intercessions of the Theotokos
Pammakaristos, the grace and mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to Whom be
the glory and the dominion unto the everlasting ages. Amen!

September 1, 2021
TBARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant of all before God
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tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQEOEOY APXIETIIZKOITOX KONETANTINOYTIOAEQY
NEAYX POMHY. KAI OIKOYMENIKOZXZ ITATPIAPXHX
ITANTI TQu ITAHPOMATI THY. EKKAHXIAY. XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEOX
I[TAPA TOY AHMIOYPTOY I[TAXHY. THY KTIXEQX.
KYPIOY KAI ©EOY KAI XOTHPOYX HMQN IHXOY XPIETOY

Tiutator adeAgot kat tékva ev Kvplw ayanntd,

‘H éopt ¢ Tvdiktov, 1] émionuog 1Nuéga mMEOTELXWV dl& TO PULOLKOV TIEQL-
BaAAov, ebplokel kal épétog v avOowmoOTNTA AVTIHETWTIOV UE EVTOVA KOALOUKK
Pavopeva AOYw TNG MEOLOVONG KALUATIKNG AAAAYTG, KATAOTQOPUKAS TATUHVQOC
Kkal muekaidg eig OAov TOv MAaviTny, kaBwe kal pé TV mavdnUlay ToL KOQWVOLOL
Kal TS KOWWVIKAS KAl OKOVOUIKAG ETUTTWOELS TNG.

To yeyovog OtL T TEQLOQLOTIKA HETOA €IC TAG HETAKIVIOELS Kal 1) €miBoAT
0plwV elg TV BLOPNXAVIKIV TaXQaywYNV wdnynoav &g pelwotv Twv QUTwV Kat tng
EKTIOUTIG aeQlwy, UMNEEeV év emti AoV onUavVTIKOV ddayHa Ttet TS AAANAoviag
TV TIAVTWV €V TQ KOOUQ Kal teQl TNG AAANAOTIEQLXWOT|TEWS TTATWYV TWV DXOTATEWV
¢ Cwngc. AmekaAveOn émiong €k véov OtL ai olkoAoywal mEwTtoBovAial tov
Oucovpevucov Iatpxpxetov, at Omolat amoteAovV mMEoEkTaoLy TG OeoAoyiag kal tng
A&LTOVEYIKTC aaddoews TG ExkAnolag, ovpumogevoviat Hé Tag dATIOTWOELS TNG
ETUOTIUNG KAl TNV TEOTQOTMNV €K HEQOUS TV eNUOVWY TEOS TOAVTIAELQOV
KLVT)TOTOM OV L TV IQOOTATIOY TNG AKEQALOTNTOS TOV PUOIKOL TteQBAAAOVTOG.

ITopooevxopeba dix v Taxelav DTTEQPACIV TWV CLVETELWYV TNG UYELOVOULKNG
KQloEwG kal DLk TOV AvwOev QWTIOUOV TWV KLBEQVIOEWV TIAYKOO WS, WOTE V& Ur)
éruotoéPouv 1] va Emipetvouv €ic TOV OKOVOULOMOV, €IC EKElvag TAG AQXAS
0QYAVWOEWS TNG OLKOVOULKNG CwTC, TNG TAQAYWYNS Kal TG KATAVAAWOEWS Kal Thg
EEQVTANTIKIG EKUETAAAEVOEWS TV PUOKWV TIORWYV, Al OmolaL OXLOV TEO TNS
ntavonuiag. Eidupuvrc evxr) ¢ Nuwv Metootntog eival kal 0 TeQUATIONOS THG
daddoewe  PevdoemotnUOVIKWY  Aamopewv Tmepl dNbev  Emuctvduvotntog TV
EuPoAlwv katd ToL kopwvoioL Covid-19, ¢ KaTATLKOPAVTIOEWS TWV WKWV Kal
¢ dvepuatiotov VTOPBaduloews TG COPAPOTNTOG TG VOOOL. AVOTLXWG, TAQOHOLAL
O¢éoelg dadidovrtal kal AvapoQKws TEOS TV KALHATIKNV dAAayn Vv, td altiax kal té&
0Aé0pwx EémtaxkoAovOa tne. H moaypatukdtng eivat teAelws dagoeTikt), Evamiov dé
avTNG amatteltat LTELOLVOTNG, CUUTEAELS, CUUTIOREVOLS Kal KOLVOV OQauA.

Eivat adioavonTov va adoavapey, v EMLYVWOEL TV KOWVWV dl& TO &vOQWTILvoV
Yévog pHeyAAwV ovyxoovwv TookAnoewv. H adxpogla dix tOV MAoXOovVTax OLVAV-
Oowmov kal did TV KATAOTEOPNV TNG «KaATG Alav» dnutoveylag elvat TEooBoAn Tov
O¢ov katl abdétnoig Twv évtoAwv tov. ‘Omnov VA EL oeBATIOS TTEOS TNV KTIOV KAl
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EUTIOAKTOC AYATIN TIEOG TOV «1YATUEVOV TOL Oe0U» AVOQWMOV, €KEL EVAL TTARWYV O
®coc.

Meta m™yv Ayilav xkat MeyaAnv Zovodov (Kortn 2016), 16 Oilkovpevikov
INatolxpxelov, CLHPWVWS TIEOC TO TIVEVHA KAl TAS ATIOPACELS VTG, WQLOE Hiav
ETOMNUOV €TITEOTINV €k Oe0AdYwV Ol TNV KATAQTIOW €VOS KEWWEVOL TeQl TV
KOWVWVIKQV OUVETELWV TNG MIOTEWS HAC Kal meQl TNG KOWWVIKNG ATIOOTOANG KAl
tnaptvpiag g OpB0ddEov ExkAnoiag eig tov ovyxpovov koopov. Eig 1o kelpevov
TOUTO, TO OTOLOV €XEL €YKELON TEOS dnpooisvoty VTO TG Tept NUag Avyiag kal Tepag
Luvodov kal @épet tov TitAov Trép tne tov kéouov Cwne. To kowwvikov nBoc &v 1
Op0Bodoéw ExxAnoia, onupeovvtat mtooopuwg ta €€Nc: « H ExkAnota évOappuvel Tovg
TUOTOUG VA& Elval €VYVWHOVES Ol Td eVQNHATA TV EMOTNUOV Kal v déxwvtatl
Axoun Katl ékelva T omolx, EvdoeXopévwg, O tovg vmexeéwvav va dvabeworjoovv
TAG AVTIANPELS TV O TV loToQlay Kal TO TAKIOLOV TNG KOOUIKNG TIOAY LATIKOTITOG.
‘H érmbupla dU" ETUOTNHOVIKIV YVQOLV ATIOQEEEL ATIO TNV DIy MYV HE avTI)V TOL
(HEQOL NG TOTEWS VA elTéAOT) €Tt BabvteQoV €ig TO Hvotelov Tov Oeov». (§ 71).

‘H Avyia tov Xplotov MeydAn ExkAnoia meoPdAAel pet éupdoews t0 aduai-
QETOV TIG MEOOTACIAG TOL puOkoL TteQBdAAovVTOg Katl TG @ulavOpwTov pepipvng
Otk tov mAnoiov. Téoov 1) OlKOPALKY) CLUTIEQLPORR, OO0V KAl 1] AVAYVWQLOLS THS
LeQOTNTOG TOL AVOQWTIVOL TMEOOWTIOV, eival «AgrtovEyla petd v Aglrtovgylav»,
Cwotkal dIAOTACELS TN EVXAQLOTIAKNG TEAYHaTtwoews TS ExkAnolag. 'H Cwn g
ExxAnotac elvar éumoaktoc oeBacuoc e KTioews kal TOTOC KAl TEOTIOG TOL
TIOALTLOHOD TOV TROOWTOL Kal TG AAANAgyyUng.

Tiuwtator adeAgot kat mpooPréotata tékva,

Eic avtv v dbokoAov meptodov, 1 avaAnPig mowtofovAlwyv dix Tov meQLo-
OLOMOV TNG TTavONULlag AToTEAEL PACIKOV TTOLHAVTIKOV KaOniov dik v ExkAnotiav.
Katnyoowr) 10w emtayn etvat émiong 1) 0tELELS TG YEVIKNG TROOPRACEWS €lg TOV
EUPBOALXTUOV KATA TOV KOQWVOLOD, MEWTIOTWS 0€ dLd TOUG MTWXO0TEQOUS Ad0VGS, KATA
tov Kvouakov Adyov, «€@’ 6oov emoujoate évi TOUTWV TWV AdEAPOV HOL TWV
eAaxlotwy, éuol émomoate» (Mat0. ke, 40). Opeidopev va ayanwpev dAANAovg
«kaBwg 0 Xplotog nyannoev Nuac» (Egéo. €, 2) kal va avadekvowpea «leQeig» thg
dnuoveylag, uAdooovTeg kal KaAALEQyoLvTeg avtv Hé EMHEAEV Kal oTtoQynV,
AVAPEQOVTEG TO TIUAAPETTATOV TOVTO dDWQEOV TS Oelag XAQLTOG UET eVXAQLOTIAG €1C
tov Ktlomv tov andvtwv.

KataxkAelovteg, evxopeda 6AoOVpwe maotv Oy evAoynuévov, VYLEe kal
KAAATKAQTOV TO VEOV EKKANOIAOTIKOV £TOG KAt ETukaAlovpeda €@’ VUAG, peottela g
IMavayiag e Happakagiotov, v xaow kal to éAeog Tov Kvplov kal Zwtnoog 1pwv
Tnoob Xootov, Q 1) d0Ea kal 6 KEATOS €l TOUG AmeQAvTovS alwvag. Aunv!

Pra’ LemrepPolov o
O KwvotavtivourtoAewg
dLATTLEOG TEOC OOV £VXETNG TTAVTWY VUWV



